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FATE  SPARED  BOOTH 
TO  SLAY  LINCOLN 

ALBANY,  Feb.  12  (AP).— A  Lin- 
coln's Birthday  accident  in  a  the- 
ater here  in  1861  nearly  cost  the  life 
of  the  man  who  four  yeara  later 
assassinated  the  Civil  War  Presi- 
dent, it  was  recalled  today. 

A  dagger  dropped  by  John  Wilkes 
Booth  as  he  fell  on  the  stage  of  the 
old  Gaity  Theater  cut  a  deep  gash 
in  the  actor's  arm,  John  Boos,  su- 
perintendent of  a  public  bath,  as- 
serted. 1  -    \  i  -      j.  •■/ 


Around  the  Town: 

Two  Albanians  in  Theatre 
Night  Lincoln  Was  Slain 

By  EDGAR  S.  VAX  OLTNDA 

It  was  the  18th  of  February,  1SG1  when  President-elect 
Abraham  Lincoln  stopped  off  in  Albany  from  the  West,  en  route 
to  Washington  for  his  inauguration. 

He  was  welcomed  to  the  city  by  Mayor  George  H.  Thacher 
pith  a  formal  address  to  which  the  guest  of  honor  graciously 
resiwnded.  He  visited  the  Legislature  where  he  was  again 
greeted  by  Governor  Morgan  and- by  the  citizens  of  Albany  that 
night  at  the  Delavan  Hotel. 

That  same  night,  an  actor,  almost  unknown  except  by  name, 
was  playing  his  first  engagement  at  the  Green  Street  Theatre. 
He  was  John  Wilkes  Booth.  Four  years  later,  the  face  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  cold  in  death,  the' victim  of  a  bullet  fired  from  the 
pistol  of  Mr.  Booth,  during  the  performance  of  "Our  American 
Cousin"  at  Ford's  Theatre.  Washington,  was  gazed  upon  by  tens 
of  thousands  of  admirers  from  near  and  far  in  the  rotunda  of 
the  old  Capitol. 

CROSSING   OF   PATHS 

How  si  range  the  fate  that  thus  threw  these  two  men  eo 
closely  together  in  Albany  in  1861. 

Little  did  either  man  dream  of  the  tragedy  that  was  to 
link  their  names  together  for  all  time.  t 
i  During  the  Albany  engagement,  Booth,  in  playing  one  of 
the  scenes  of  his  play,  accidentally  fell  and  his  dagger  entered 
the  right  arm-pit,  inflicting  a  muscular  wound,  over  an  inch 
}n  depth  from  which  his  blood  flowed  freely  Had  it  gone  a  lit- 
tle deeper  and  penetrated  his  heart,  the  whole  course  of  Amer- 
ican history  might  have  been  changed. 

Erven  during  his  Albany  engagement.  Booth  expressed  his 
violent  secessionist  ideas  in  public  at  the  Stanwix  Hotel  where 
he  was  staying.  Word  was  sent  out  to  his  manager,  Mr.  Cuyler 
that  he  had  better  curb  the  utterances  of  his  actor.  Mr.  Cuyler 
contacted  Mr.  Booth  and  warned  him  th'at  his  conduct  could 
periously  injure  the  box  office  sales  or  threaten  his  own  per- 
gonal safety. 

"Is  this  not  a  democratic  city?"  raged  Booth.    "Democratic, 
^es,"  replied  Cuyler,  "but  disunity,  no!" 

>  Booth  accepted  the  situation  but  his  sentiments  only  grew 
Stronger  by  their  repression,  culminating  in  the  assassination 
of  President  Lincoln  in  his  box  in  the  Washington  Theatre  April 
M,   1S65. 

Two  young  Albany  people  were  In  the  box  with  Lincoln 
the  night  he  was  shot:  Major  Henry  Reed  Rathbone  and  Miss 
Clara  Harris,  friends  of  the  Lincolns,  who  were  asked  to  sub- 
stitute for  General  Ulysses  Grant  and  Mrs.  Grant  who  asked 
**»  be  excused,  as  the  General  had  put  in  a  hard  day  on  the  field, 
.e  sequel  to  this  fascinating  course  of  events  will  appear  In 
.   is  column  tomorrow. 
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National  Comment 


'  Booth  May  Have  Planned 
To  Kill  Lincoln  in  Albany 


By    GEORGE    ROTH-WEI,!,    BROWN 
Special  to   The   Times-Union 

WASHINGTON— When  did 'John  Wilkes 
Booth  first  make  up  his  mind  to  murder 
Abraham  Lincoln? 

Is  it  probable  that  an  act  of  providence 
prevented  the  most  infamous  assassination 
in  the  history  of  mankind  from  being  perpe- 
trated on  the  eve  of  the  Civil  War,  instead 
of  In  the  midst  of  national  rejoicing  over 
the  surrender  of  Lee,  at  the  close  of  that 
great  conflict?     It  could  be. 

The  facts  are  that  the  paths  of  Lincoln 
and  Booth  almost  crossed  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
on  Monday,  February  18,  1801,  on  which  day 
the  President-elect  arrived  there  on  his  way 
to  Washington. 

Fate  Intervened 

Bui  meanwhile  fate  Had  intervened  to 
prevent  the  future  slayer  from  meeting  his 
victim.  I  have  never  seen  any  mention  of 
this  cuiious  and  fateful  coincidence  in  any 
of  the  books  that  have  been  written  about 
the  Emancipator  of  the  Negro  slave,  that  I 
have  read. 

On  February  14,  1861,  the  National 
Republican  newspaper  printed  this  dispatch: 

"Albany,  Feb.  12— J.  Wilkes  Booth,  a 
tragedian,  met  with  an  accident  at  the 
Gayety  Theatre  this  evening,  Dy  falling  on 
his  dagger,  and  inflicting  a  muscular  wound 
under  his  right  arm,  between  one  and  two 
inches  in  depth.  It  is  not  serious  in  its 
character,  however." 

Booth  Incapacitated 

Such  a  wound  might  not  have  been 
"serious  in  character",  but  it  must  have 
been  sufficiently  serious  to  have  incapaci- 
tated Booth's  right  arm  for  more  than  a 
week,  if  he  had  had  any  intention  of  using 
that  right  arm  to  strike  down  the  future 
President  of  the  United   States. 

What  was  Booth  doing  with  that  dagger? 
Was  he  practicing  with  it,  and  if  so,  with 
what    intent? 

Did  this  accident  to  the  arch-conspirator 
or  the  age  prevent  an  attempted  assassination 
of  Lincoln  in  Albany,  in.  1861,  and  if  it  had 
'been  attempted,  and  had  been  consummated, 
without  Lincoln  at  the  helm,  could  the  Union 
have  been  saved?  These  are  interesting 
thoughts,  as  the  nation  he  preserved  once 
again   celebrates   his   birthday. 


Prophecy  of  Stigma 

\n  advertisement  in  the  Albany  Argus, 
of  Fell  1'  1861,  discloses  that  "the  young 
American  actor,  Mr.  Wilkes  Booth,"  was 
making  his  second  appearance  at  the  new 
Gayety  Theatre  in  the  five-act  play  "The 
Apostate".  ■ 

Could  anything  have  heen  more  omin- 
ously prophetic  of  the  stigma  that  was  to 
rest  forever  on  the  name  of  John  Wilkes 
Booth  than  the  title  of  that  play,  that  was 
being  presented  as  Lincoln  arrived  in  Albany. 
Webster's  dictionary  gives  the  adjective 
definition  of  "apostate"  as  "false;  traitorous. 
renegade". 

But  what  was  Abraham  Lincoln  doing  in 


Albany  on  February  18,  1861? 

He  was  making  the  most  remarkable 
journey  ever  made  by  a  President-elect  on 
his  way  to  Washington  to  take  the  oath  and 
deliver'  his  inaugural,  during  which  he  con- 
stantly  exposed   himself  to  attack. 

Trip  to  Immortality 

Lincoln  left  his  home  town,  Springfield, 
111.,  by  special  train,  on  February  11,  but 
did  not  proceed  directly  to  the  Capital,  His. 
route  now  seems  curiously  round-about.  It 
was  an  epic  tour;  destination— immortality! 

Lincoln  was  spirited  out  of  Philadelphia 
ahead  of  schedule,  and  reached  Washington 
on  April  23,  taking  rooms'  at  Willard's  Hotel. 
As  he  rode  in  the  inaugural  parade  down 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  sharpshooters  were 
stationed  on  the  roofs  of  all  the  buildings 
along  the  Appian  Way  of  the  Republic. 

But  for  the  accident  which  befell  John 
Wilkes  Booth  at  the  Gayety  Theater  in 
Albany,  on  February  12,  the  tragedy  of 
Ford's  Theater,  might  have  occurred  four 
years  earlier.     Nobody  knows. 


2//o/rr 
Columnist  Brown's  Theory  on  Lincoln-Booth 
Meeting  Here  Unfounded,  Says  State  Expert 


Actor  Used  Knife 
For  Stage  Play 

By  C.  R.  KOSKBEKISY 
Tlmeo-l'nloii  Start'  Writer 

It  is  no  news  to  us  Albanians 
that  the  paths  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  John  Wilkes  Booth 
crossed,  by  one  of  the  weird 
coindidences  of  history,  in  this 
city  on  Feb.  IS,  1801.  The  yarn 
has  been  hashed  and  rehashed. 

But  it  has  now  reached  the 
ears  of  George  Rothwell  Brown, 
the  Washington  columnist,  and 
he  tackled  it  from  a  fresh  an- 
gle in  yesterday's  Times-Union. 

Brown  leaps  to  the  conclusion 
that  Booth  may  have  intended 
to  assassinate  Lincoln  in  Al- 
bany, before  he  ever  reached 
the  White  Mouse. 

I ;  rider  the  name  of  Wilkes 
Booth,  the  actor  who  four  years 
later  would  shoot  the  Civil  War 
President  at  a  theatre  in  Wash- 
ington was  playing  at  a  theatre 
in  Albany.  He  was  billed  at 
the  New  Gayety  Theatre  as  the 
star  In  a  five-act  drama,  "The 
Apostate"  (which,  as  Brown  re 
marks,  was  an  ironically  appro 
priatc   name). 

ABE  TOO  BUSY 

The  President-elect,  on  the 
way  to  his  Inauguration,  did  not 
attend  the  play.  He  was  much 
too  busy  that  evening  attend- 
ing a  banquet  and  receiving 
politieal  visitors  in  his  suite  at 
the  Delavan  Hotel. 

The  Delavan  was  on  Broad 
way,  where  Union  Station  is 
now.  The  New  Gayety  Theatre 
was  on  Green  St  .  at  the  corner 
of  Beaver  St,  There  seeWls  to 
be  no  record  of  where  Booth 
was   staying    in    town. 

Columnist  Brown  goes  way 
out  on  a  limb  by  speculating 
that  Booth  might  have  been  plot- 
ting to  kill  Lincoln  before,  in- 
stead of  after  the  Civil  War:  and 
that  he  may  have  been  circum- 
vented by  an  accident — the  fact 
that  he  fell  on  his  dagger  at  the 
theatre,  getting  a  superficial 
flesh  wound  under  his  right 
arm.  Brown  suggests  that  the 
injury  was  serious  enough  to 
incapacitate  Booth's  right  arm 
"for  more  than  a  week." 

SIMPLE  ANSWER 

Dr.  Harlan  Hoyt  Horner,  re- 
tired Stat*  Education  official 
and  Albany'<;  foremost  Lincoln 
authority,  scouts  Brown's  theory 
saying  that  the  actor  scarcely 
knew  who  Lincoln  was  at  that 
time;  that  Booth's^inentality  had 
not  yet  become  unbalanced,  and 
that  the  war  hadn't  yet  started 
which  was  to  arouse  emotions 
to  fever-pitch. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record 
to  Indicate  that  Booth  was  in- 
capacitated by  the  wound.  He 
went  right  on  with  h!s  engage- 
ment at  the  New  Gayety, 

Brown  asks  melodramatically: 
"What  was  Booth  doing  with 
that  dagger?  Was  he  practicing 
with  It,  and  If  mi,  with  what  In- 
tent?" 

The  answer  ll  simple.  Booth 
was  using  it  In  his  act 
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. jfEW  GAYETY  THEATRE 

J.  R.  SPACK       N Manager. 

Reappearance  of  too  distiuguiwed  American  Actor 

MR.  WILKES  BOOTH. 

MONDAY  EVENING,  Fel+.  16th. 

The  five  act  Tragedy  of 

THE  APOSTATl>- 

Pt scara ., ...-Mr.  Wilkes  Boo'.n. 

Dance. .. . .  .Miss  Kincade 

To  conclude  with 
BOOTS  AT  THE  SWAN. 

TRICES  OF  ADMISSION. 

First  Tier  and  Parquette 50  Centi. 

Second  Tier.. ...23     '* 

Private  Boxes , *5  00 

Doom  open  at  7,  to  commence  at  7#  o'clock  preciaely. 
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WHEN  BOOTH  PLAYED  ALBANY— This  ad  appeared  in  the  Albany  Argus 
on  Feb.  18,  1861,  the  same  day  Abraham  Lincoln  stopped  in  Albany  on  his 
way  to  his  inauguration.  A  national  columnist  has  speculated  that  John 
Wilkes  Booth  may  have  been  plotting  to  assassinate  Lincoln  then. 


fORNING,  FEBRUARY  19,  1861 .1 
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Reception  of  i  resident  Lincoln  by  fit* 
Legislature. 

TIi-j  Assembly  Cb anther  was  crowded  to  its 
Tallest  capacity,  and  pren'uteil  a  very  hut:  ap- 
pearance. Ail  lbc»e  present  ia  tbe  f»lleri?«> 
and  <t  majority  of  those  in  (be  lower  lobby  «uu 
ladies,  wbilo  many  of  tbc  sauid  MB*  found  room 
within  tbe  bar  under  tbe  g-i'Uut  resolution  of 
Mr.  Caliahak.  j 

Tbe  Speaker's  de>k  wa»  occupied  by  Scna!or  | 
Colvih  on  tbu  right  and  Mr  Speaker  Ltrrtt:-  j 
joua  on  tbe  left. 

When  I.incuLI  euterod  tbu  Chiuibcr,  tbo 
whole  usiA-oibUge  row  and  greeted  bim  with 
loud  cUppiug  of  bands  and  w»viug  o/  Iwadker- 
cbiftft- 

Senator  Fkast.  advancing  In  front  <>t  the 
Spsikcr's  doak,  aeid. 

•I  bavo  the  honor  to  introduce  »o  tbe  Ssuafe 

and  Awembiy  of  tbe   Suto  of  New  Fork,  in 

oioLCoimialltUk.ii-ai'Uiyai-t''0   ,Jou-    Alr 
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LINCOLN'S  VISIT  ACCOUNT  —  Preserved  for 
posterity  in  the  State  Education  Building  files  is 
this  Argus  story  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  appearance 
before  the  State  Legislature  Feb.  18.  1861.  It 
provides  proof  Booth  and  Lincoln  were  in  Albany 
at  the  same  time. 
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Albany.  Nbm  York 
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Thr®,aiL?,f  Lincoln-Booth  tragedy  Cussed  First  in  Albany 

Times-Union   Stiff  Wrilur  ■^■..T.     !»-.  !r""    !"k::„n;    1:1   ,.:,.-  rS^^.'.^'tl^'i/tvii^l'"!/.'?         ....  _..  '   -* 


By.  CECIL  R,  ROSEBERRY 
Times-Union  Stiff  Writer 

Dome-Cresled  Slanwix  Hall,  on  Broadway 


of 


Albany'*  class  hotels. 

"Jii  Its  lobby,  heads  and, tongues  buzzed  when  the 
youthful  stranger  with  the  long  cloak  and  the  droopine 
black  moustache    checked   In,    that   second  weekend    of 
,   February,  1B61.  ' 

He  was  so  strikingly  handsome  as  to  be  almost  pretty 
and  his  entrance  was  made  witb  the  aic  of  an  actor  taking 
the  stage.  The  eyes  and.  the  hair  were  black,  the  features 
delicately  chiselled.  People  saw  him  in  a  faint  resem- 
blance to  Poe.  Anaura  of  almost  arrogant  pride  surround- 
ed him  as  he  walked.  , 

The  name  he  signed  on  the  register  was:  J.' Wilkes 

■  •  Somewhere  high  above  the  dome  of  Stanwix  Hall 
those  three  grim  Sisters,  tihe  Fates,  looked  down  then 
imiied  with  sardonic  satisfaction.  They  had  begun  spln- 
'  ning  a  skein  of  tragedy.  The  threads  crossed,  with  almost 
unbelievable  coincidence,  just  then  In  Albany. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  John  Wilkes  Booth  sge  23 
■nd  rising  meteoridaUy  as  an  actor  in  the  tradition  of  his 
father,  Junius  Brutus  Booth  (also 'known  to  Albany);  had 
his  first  glimpse  of  Abraham  Lincoln  In  this  city  He  Was 
booked  into  the  Gayety  Theatre  as  a  tragedian.  Four  years 
later  he  would  enact  a  real  life  tragedy  to  make  any  of 
fall  stage  rolls  pallid  by  comparison.* 

Murder  was  not  yet  In  Booth's  heart.  But  malice  as- 

■'   For  some  reason  the  rest  of  his  Maryland  family  did  ■ 
not  fathom,  he  had  sided  hot-headedly  with  the  South  In 
the  dispute  then  nearing  the  shooting  stage.  ' 

The  Confederate  States  of  America  had  been  pro- 
claimed only  the  day  before  in  Montgomery  Ala  with 
Jefferson  Davis  as  president.  The  Soutli  had  seized'  fede- 
ral forts  and  was  threatening  Fort  Sumter. '. 

Whiling    away     time  in         ' ! 

the  hotel,  Booth  was    not       an  imperial  court"  attend- 
backward   about  letting  it       ed  his  progress.' .    i 
be  known  where  his  sym-      '     '  ",' 

pathlei   lay.     Indeed,    he      States  Invite 
talked  so  much  on  the  sub-       ,.  ,      ...   . 

fat  that  word  was  carried       Lincoln  VlSlt 


lo 


of 


'  Gayety  Theatre.  Worried 
over  the  possible  effect  on 
his  boxoffice,  he  sent  his. 
treasurer,  a  Mr.  Cuyler,  to 
the  hotel  for  a  little  chat 
with  the  high  strung  actor. 
Cuyler  found  him  at 
breakfast  Monday  .  morn- 
ing and  tactfully  suggested 
that  Booth  soft-pedal  his 
political  views.  "But  I 
understood     this     was     a 

.     Democratic     city!"     Booth 

"    expostulated.     - 


coin  to  v 
and    addrt 


t  their 
i  them 


his  journey.  A  ■  message 
went  from  the  New  York 
Assembly  to  the  Senate  on 
Jan.  28,  1861,  saying: 

"Whereas,' it  is  known 
that  the  President-elect 
will  leave  Springfield  in  a 
ttew  days  for  Washington; 
and  whereas,  his  Journey 
to  the  national  capital 
should  be  marked  by  such 
ifestations  of  popular 


;  due 


i  to-the-hlghof-  . 
fice  he  Is  about  to  assume;  * 
and  --whereas   .the  '-loyal1.: 
people  of  the  State  of  New 
York   will   cordially    wel- 

and  assure  him  of    their 

devotion  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  coun- 
try; therefore, 

"Resolved  (if  the  Senate 
His    Excel- 


led to 


:  be  t 


:speclfully  I 
vne  mr.  Lincoln  to  pass 
through  this  Stale  on  his 
way  to  the  Federal  Capital, 
and  to  lender  him  the  hos- 
pitalities of  the  authorities 
iod  the  people, 


The 


ate. 


ist  ha 


rankled  as  he  watched 
daily  papers,  reporting  the 
progress  of  President-elect 
Lincoln  en  route  from 
Springfield  to  Washington. 
And  he  must  have  resolved 
to  see  for  himself  what 
this  grotesque  Illinois  rail- 
opIUler  looked  like,  when 
■■  he  reached  Albany. 

The  papers  of  Monday, 
Feb.  11,  carried  an  adver- 
tisement of  the  '  Gayely 
Theatre  {on  Green  St.,  be- 
low Beaver),  announcing: 
"Engagement  of  the  great 

SKn,i^Ktr:    Reached  Mb°nY 

formed      'Romeo      and       0/lCe  Prev/OUs// 


Governor  Edwin  D,  Mor- 
gan sent  the  invitation  to 
Lincoln,  who'  replied, 
under  dale  of  Feb.  4: 

"Sir:  Your  letter  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  inviting  me, 
on  behalf  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  York,  to  pass 
through  that  slate  on  my 
route  to  Washington,  and 
tendering  me  the  hospital- 
ities of  her  authorities  and 
people,  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived. Wilh  .feelings  of 
deep  gratitude  to  you  and 
them,  for  this  testimonial 
of  regard  and  esteem,  I 
beg  you  to  notify  them 
that  I  accept  the  invitation. 
so  kindly  extended. 

,  Your  obedient  servant,- 
A.  LINCOLN. 

"P.  S— Please  let  cere- 
monies be  only  such  as  to 
take  the  least  lime  pos- 
sible." 


On  the  ; 
one  paper- was  the  "head- 
line: "MR.  LINCOLN'S 
DEPARTURE.". 

Lincoln  and  his  party 
,  boarded  a  special  train 
'that  morning  at  Spring-' 
field,  111.-  Such  an  elabor- 
ate  pre-inaugural'  excur- 
sion to  Washington  was 
unprecedented."    A  South- 

plained  that  "Lhe  forms  of 


Lin 


oln 


.fat 


Septei 


id  beenin  Albany 
!  previously,  in 
r  of  1848.  On 
that  occasion,  he  was  a 
raw-boned,  clean-ishaven, 
'39-year-old  Congressman. 
His  presence  In  town  went 
unnoticed,  so  far  as  t  be 

It  was  during  the  Whig 
campaign  to  elect  Geri. 
Zachary     Taylor     to     the 


been  performing 
of  the  South,  w  here  his 
heart  lay".     But  the  South 
gettingtoo  excited  for 


he  could  ( 


land  $700  a  vl^- 


;'52nd 


birthday  on- the  train 
irig  Indiana  to  Cincinnati, 
making  speeches  at  nunier- 
,all-town.  stops. 


ill""fillei 


in' 


Albany  paper  noted  thaL 
It  w'as'hls-birthday.  "  V 
.  On  that  night,  Tuesday, 
Booth'  performed  in '  his 
second  play  in  Albany.  It 
was  ','The  Apostate",-  'an 
old-style'  tragedy     which 


ritten  i 


Hie 


Laic 


Presidency.  A  devout. 
Whig,. and  ever  the  poli- 
tician, Lincoln  swung  up 
through  New  England  on 
a  return  trip  from  Wash- 
to  Illinois.    Nobody 

er   for  Taylor 


hadl 


'  Passing  through  Albany 
on  his  way  home,  he  stop- 
ped off  to  see  Thurlow 
Weed,  the  all -powerful 
Whig  "Dictator."  Who 
could  tell  when  Weed 
might  throw  something  his 
rway!  ■  Presumably  he  cau\, 
;'ed  on  Weed  in  bis  office  : 
as  publisher  of.  tie  Albany  i 
Evening  Journal.  :  Weed  •■ 
walked  up  the  street  with 


hi.  ... 
*o  Millard  Fillmore,  then 
state  comptroller  and  vice-: 
presidential  nominee. 

There  was  no  Item  in  the 
Journal,  or  any  other  Al- 
bany paper,  ■saying-that-i' 

from  Illinois,  had  been  In  ' 
towo.  Weed  himself 
promptly  forgot  all  about 

After  Lincoln  was  nom- 
inated for  President  (much 
against  Thurlow  Weed's 
wishes),  Weed  accepted  an 
invitation  to  -visit  him  in' 
Springfield  for  cabinet 
suggestions.     Weed  wrote 

"I  had  supposed,  "intu> 
we  now  met.  that  I  had 
never  seen  Mr.  Lincoln, 
having  forgotten  that  in 
the  fall  of  1840,  when  he 
took  the  slump  in  New 
England,  he  called  upon 
nie  at  Albany,  and  that  we 
went  to  see  Mr.  Fillmore 
who  was  then  the  Whig 
candidate    for    Vlce-Presi- 

The  old  Whig  Parly  had 
broken  up  on  the  reefs  of 
compromise  over  the  slav- 
ery  issue.  The  Republican 
Party  had  arisen  in  ils 
place,  and  Weed  Climbed 
aboard.  So  did  his  closest 
political  associate.  William 
H.  Seward,  whom  he  had 
made  Governor  and  U.  S. 

Weed  was  delernr'— ' 
in  1060,  to  play  king-n 


with  i  message  of  accep- 
tance alf -prepared. 

But  things  didn't  go 
quite  as  Weed  had  pi 
ned  them!  Seward  was  i 
in  the  lead  on  thei1  first 
ballot.  On  the  second  bal- 
lot, however,  a  dark-horst 
named  Lincoln  came  '.  ur. 
strongly.  On  the  ;  third 
ballot,  Lincoln  had  it,  >"*T 
Weed  pressed  'his 
temples  to  hold  back  tears'! 
■  Seward's  son,  Frederick, 
had  been  working  for\  10 
years  as  assistant  editor  to 
the  foreman,  o£  the'lcom- 
posing-rooin;:  "Abraham 
Ilincbln  is  nominated  for 
President,  on  the  third 
■Mpf'!\  -j 
-s  The  ''forenjan  hesitated, 
■'then'-shoute'd  back:  "Say! 
What  daron'pame  was  that 


nl?" 


tated 


himself,  "annoyed  and  ( 
jected    at    the    defeat 


il.''  Wilkes  played   hi 
ler's.,  role,  that  of  the 
i-vlllain,  Pescaxa..'. -'-''" 
t-the-  end  of  the  play,  ' 
;ara  gets  stabbed.  The 
;e  directions  say:  "Pes- 
i,. after  a  vain  attempt 
lo  speak,  falls  dead."       - - 
;  One     thing     for     which 
WUkes  Booth  was  noted— 
besides  learning  his  lines 
of    his    acting.       He   was 
Athletic  and  in  prime  con- 
dition.     When    the    direc- 
tions said  he  should  fall 


point  penetrated 
right  artn-pit,  and  he  bled 
a  good  deal    But  it  turn- 
ed out  lo  be  only  a    flesh 


for    the    bala 

ce    o 

the 

week,  his  am 

In  a 

sltne. 

The  Gayety  T 

pinch-hltters. 

Lincoln's 

irrlval 

timed    for    tj 

Monday,  Feb, 

18,     O 

a  that 

morning,  an  Albany 

paper 

g  that 

J.      Wilkes   ,  Booth 

"quite,     recov 

ered". 

would  resume 

performing 

that  night 'in 

"The 

Apos- 

"It  was  In  this  tragecfy",      r 


;d  Lincoln  s  appointmei 
as  Secretary  of  State.  . 
dead,  he  made  it  a  m 
convincing  fall.    ' 

Presumably  it  was 
bhis  juncture  that  his  a 
dent  happened  the  ni 
oE  Lincoln's  birthday,  II 
The  dagger  turned  ii 
way,  that  he  fell  upon 


the 

Mr.  Booth  n- 

on  Tuesday,-  His  acting 
was  so  fearfully'  real'  in 
some  of  the  scenes  as  to 
causo  a  thrilling  sensation 
to  pervade  the  audience, 
and.  when,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  play,  in  answer 
i  the  repeated  calls,  for 


Mr.  I 

ed  that  he  had  seriously 
wounded  himself,  it  seem- 
ed as  tihough  the  climax 
of  the  tragedy  had  indeed 


-    «..    Albar 
publisher     and     powe 
ful       Whig,     "Diet-'— 
turned    Republican 
that  party  arose.  ■  H 
■bent    upon    getting 
ham  H.  Seward"  the 


for 


his  suppo 


..-■sident  i 
When  Lincol 
ninated     lns|eai 

My -swung  I 


Sewai 


and 


Seward,  the  first  Republi- 
can president  of  the  U.S.A. 
All  his  political  wiles  were 
brought  into  play.  He  was 
sure  he  had  everything 
sewed  up  when  he  entrain- 
ed for  the  Wigwam  Con- 
vention In  Chicago  that 
July  (the  Wigwam  was  a 
temporary  rough  -  lumber 
auditorium  set  up  for  It). 
Seward  was  so  confident 
of  his  nomination  that  he 
sat   at   home   in  Auburn 


■  -Govt.... 

said  he' was  "preparlnK 
Shake  the1  dust  of  We  cl 
-  (Chicago)  from  my  feei 
Lincoln's  two 'chief  ca: 
paign  managers  came 
bis  hotel-room  lo  ma 
peace  overtures.  Weed  i 
■"plied- frankly  "that 'he  w 
"so  greatly  disappoint 
at  the  result  of  the  acli 
of  the  convention  as  to 
unable  to  think  or- talk 
the  subject"'"-'-     <• 

Both 'Weed  'and  Sewa 
later  swallowed  their  d 
appointment  and  suppo 
ed  Lincoln  stoutly.  Sewa 
was  rewarded  with  thee: 
inet  post  of  Secretary 
State.  He  look  his  i< 
Frederick,  out  of  his 
bany  newspaper- job  a 
made  him'  assistant  sec 
tary  of  slate. 

Lincoln's  election 
November— thanks  lo  I 
split,  in  the  Democra 
Party — touched  ol(  a  t 
rifie  celebration  in  Alba 
The    Wide -Awakes    rea 

'  Wide-Awakes 
In  Long  March 

The  Wlde-Awakes  m 
a  Lincoln  campaign  man 
Ing-  club,  with  units 
many  cities.  'Their  u 
form  was  oil -cloth  caj 
and  caps,  and  they  man 
ed    with    long    torches. 

.their  shoulders.  Their  . 
ganised  celebration  » 
the  Friday  night  after  el. 

.Uon,  and  they  march 
until  long  after  midnig 

.  They  fired  100  guns,  sc 
up  sky-rockets,  and  burn 
up'  practically   every    t 

John  Wilkes  Booth   h 
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